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OPERATIONS 

 Project Title 
Project  

Duration 

Planned 

number 

of 

people 

Total  

requirements  

(in USD) 

Total  

received  

(in USD) 

Total 

Funded 

(%) 

6 Months  

Net Funding 

Requirements 

(in USD)* 

Top 5 Donors 

DEV 200119: Country 

Programme Burundi 

(2011-2015) 
Jan 11 – 

Dec 16 
610,060 104,704,558 40,617,838 39% 6,363,899 

Multilateral, 

Burundi, 

Netherlands, 

Canada and 

Germany 

PRRO 200655: Assistance 

to Refugees and 

Vulnerable Food Insecure 

Populations 

Jul 14 – 

Jun 16 
848,000 69,753,058 22,055,103 32% 6,660,558 

USA, Multilateral, 

European 

Commission, UN 

CERF and Norway 

*April-September 2015 

 

Summary of WFP Assistance: To support the government’s development agenda, WFP developed a Country Strategy Document, 

implemented through a PRRO and a country programme (CP) to progressively shift the emphasis of interventions from relief and 

recovery to longer-term objectives to address some of the root causes of food insecurity. The programmatic tools developed are 

consistent with the government's Poverty Reduction Strategy Paper II (2012-2016) and the United Nations Development Assistance 

Framework for 2012-2016. 

 

The PRRO supports Millennium Development Goals (MDG) 1, 2, 3, 4, 5 and 7 by providing food assistance to refugees and returnees; 

malnourished pregnant and lactating women (PLW) and children under 5; school children in areas with a high concentration of 

returnees; vulnerable people living in social institutions; and other food-insecure populations.   

 

The CP contributes to MDGs 1 to 7 through three components. School meals provided to pre- and primary school children in food 

insecure areas support education targets. Malnutrition is addressed through support to PLW and children under 5 suffering from acute or 

chronic malnutrition, and antiretroviral therapy clients; and an additional nutrition intervention to prevent stunting is implemented in 

Ngozi province. Support to agriculture, natural resource management and skills training foster community recovery and development.   

 

In order to contribute to the growth of the local economy and connect the assisted populations to local markets, WFP uses cash and 

voucher transfer modalities to provide food assistance to refugees in camps and to other food-insecure populations. WFP also engages 

in activities similar to Purchase-for-Progress and applies nutrition-sensitive approaches to provide food assistance to schoolchildren in 

three formerly war-devastated provinces (Bujumbura, Bubanza and Cibitoke). The objective is to inject locally produced food into WFP’s 

programmes and to create market demand which strengthens farmers’ livelihoods and boosts the local economy. To foster community 

resilience to shocks, WFP works with partners and the government to develop a community-based early warning system. A food 

fortification initiative is also underway in order to contribute to the reduction of the alarming chronic malnutrition rate in Burundi.  

 

Gender considerations are a part of all WFP interventions from beneficiary targeting to implementation, monitoring and evaluation.  

 

The development of government capacity for gradual programme ownership is a cross-cutting aspect of all WFP programmes in Burundi.   

 
 
 
  

WFP-Burundi country strategy identifies three priority areas: (i) food 

and nutrition security; (ii) capacity development of government 

institutions; and (iii) humanitarian response action.  

 

These priorities are implemented through a country programme and 

a PRRO which support food insecure and malnourished people 

through nutrition interventions, provision of school meals, food 

assistance to victims of climatic shocks and the empowerment of 

communities to create assets and improve food production. WFP is 

providing food assistance to refugees from the Democratic Republic 

of Congo, returnees and people expelled from neighbouring 

countries. In 2015, WFP plans to introduce new initiatives including 

cash and vouchers transfers, home grown school feeding, purchase 

for progress and food fortification. WFP has been present in Burundi 

since 1968.   

http://www.wfp.org/countries/burundi
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OPERATIONAL HIGHLIGHTS 
 

 

 
 
PARTNERSHIPS  
WFP is partnering with the Ministry of Agriculture, Ministry of Education, National Office for the Protection of Refugees and Stateless 

Persons (ONPRA) in the Ministry of Interior, Burundian Red Cross, UNHCR, International Rescue Committee (IRC), World Vision 

International (WVI), CED-CARITAS Burundi and various community-based organizations. WFP is partnering with ONPRA and UNHCR in 

the provision of food assistance to the Congolese refugees. The food assistance through both in-kind and voucher transfer modalities is 

provided to refugees in cooperation with CED CARITAS Burundi.  WFP is partnering with IRC to deliver food assistance in the form of hot 

meals and a return food package to Burundian returnees.  

 

The Ministry of Health, World Vision International, and UN support the implementation of nutrition interventions. WFP has maintained its 

partnership with World Vision International for the implementation of nutrition interventions geared towards prevention of chronic 

malnutrition in Rutana, Karusi and Muramvya provinces. UNICEF is partnering with WFP in the treatment of moderate acute malnutrition 

among children below 5 years, pregnant and breastfeeding mothers.  

 

Under school feeding programme, the government, through the Ministry of Education is providing its support by overseeing 

implementation of the programme through a ministerial committee and the provincial directorates for Education. Welthungerhilfe is 

supporting the government by providing funds for implementation of the programme. The provincial directorates for agriculture and 

livestock play an important role in the identification of cooperatives for local food purchases.  

COUNTRY BACKGROUND  

Burundi is emerging from a decade and a half of socio-political 

conflict and still faces food security and nutrition challenges. It is 

a resource-poor, low-income, food deficit country. According to 

the 2014 Global Hunger Index (GHI) report, the country has the 

highest levels of hunger in sub-Saharan Africa. It is ranked last, at 

position 16, with a global index score of 35.6. The 2014 UNDP 

Human Development Report ranks Burundi 180th out of 187 

countries. Poverty is widespread, with 90–95 percent of the 

population living on less than USD 2 per day, particularly in rural 

areas. There is a high pressure on land due to population density, 

which is the highest in Africa (310 inhabitants/km2), due to rapid 

population growth (2.8 percent in 2012).  

 

Malnutrition is a major concern in Burundi. While the findings of 

the 2014 Comprehensive Food Security and Vulnerability Analysis 

(CFSVA) coordinated by WFP, Government of Burundi, UN 

agencies, USAID/Food for Peace and the African Development 

Bank show some improvement, the food security and nutrition 

indicators remain alarming. The average national stunting 

prevalence is very high at 49.6 percent, and most provinces in the 

north and east of the country suffer from even higher rates 

ranging between 50 and 60 percent. Agriculture, the backbone of 

the economy which accounts for approximately 35 percent of GDP 

and 90 percent of the population’s income, is dominated by 

subsistence farmers who depend heavily on their crop production 

to meet their food and income needs. The poorest and most 

vulnerable communities generally depend and often live on marginal lands. These communities lack the capacity to cope with more 

severe climatic shocks such as floods and/or droughts which often claim lives and undermine livelihoods. Domestic food production is 

insufficient to meet the needs of the population: the country faces a significant food deficit of over 32 percent. The above context, 

compounded by the challenges of the 2015 general elections, call for enhanced attention on humanitarian issues. 

ACHIEVEMENTS ISSUES/CHALLENGES 

 WFP introduced fresh food in the refugees’ food basket to further 

diversify and improve their diet. To achieve this, a certain amount of 

cash deducted from the voucher monetary value is transferred to the 

refugees on a monthly basis. Refugees and the host communities 

welcomed the decision as the food is purchased from the markets in 

the vicinity of the camps. 

 

 WFP carried out nutrition training activities for people living with HIV-

AIDS (PLHIV), government and NGO counterpart staff. The objective 

of the trainings was to build the capacity of health workers to conduct 

nutrition screening for PLHIV accessing health facilities.  

 

 Preparations for the implementation of the food fortification initiative 

spearheaded by WFP have gained momentum with the promulgation 

of the law on food fortification in March by the President of Burundi. 

The initiative aims to contribute to the reduction of malnutrition rates 

in the country. 

 During the reporting period, the security and political 

situation kept deteriorating as the 2015 general 

elections draw near. On 24 January 2015, several 

households were looted by an armed group, in military 

uniforms, in Cibitoke province around 60 kilometres 

west capital Bujumbura. A month ago, the same 

province reported intense fighting between 

Government forces and an armed group from DRC.  
 

 The distribution of Plumpy’Doz meant for prevention of 

stunting programmes in Rutana, Karusi and Muramvya 

provinces has been temporarily suspended to 

investigate potential quality issues. The country office 

does not have adequate resources to purchase 

temporary replacement products such as Super Cereal 

Plus, eeZeeCup or Wawa Mum. Therefore, the project 

is on hold until further notice. 
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